Inhibition of rat brain cytochrome oxidase activity by pyrolysed products of methyl isocyanate.
The effects were studied of methyl isocyanate (MIC) and its thermally degraded products (dMIC) on rat brain cytochrome oxidase activity. Pure MIC did not inhibit brain cytochrome oxidase activity. A significant inhibition of brain cytochrome oxidase activity by dMIC was observed both in vivo and in vitro. The presence of cyanide in pyrolysed products of MIC has also been confirmed by chemical methods.